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1 fay not this in derogation to Virgil, neither do I contradiT 
:\ny thing which I have formerly laid in his juft p'raife. Dryden. 

I believe there are none of thefe patriots who will think it 
a derogation from their merit to have it faid, that they received 
many lights and advantages from their intimacy with my lord 
Somers. Addijon s Freeholder , N°. 39. 

Derogative. adj. [deregativus, Latin.] Derogating ; leften- 
ing the value of. 

i hat Ipirits are corporeal feems to me a conceit derogative 
to himfelf, and fuch as he {fiould rather labour to overthrow ; 
yet thereby he eftablifneth the do&rine of luftrations, amulets 
atid charms, as we have declared before. Brown s Vulgar Err. 

Der-oGatorily. adv. [from derogatory.] In a detracting 
manner. DfiJL 

Derg'gatoriness. n.f [from derogatory.] The act of dero- 
gating. Dia. 

Derogatory, adj. [ derogatorius , Latin.] That leflens the 
value of. 

I hey live and die in their abfurdities, pafling their days in 
perverted apprehenfions and conceptions of the world, deroga- 
tory unto God and the wifdom of the creation. Brown. 

Thefe deputed beings, as they are commonly underftood, 
are derogatory from the wifdom and power of the Author of 
Nature, who doubtlefs can govern this machine he could 
create, by more diredt and eafy methods than employing thefe 
fubfervient divinities. Cbeynes Phil. Prin. 

De'rvis.^ n. f [ dervls , French.] ATurkifh prieft. 

Even there, where Chrift vouchfaf’d to teach, 

Their dervifes dare an impoftor preach. Sandy?. 

The dervls at firft made fome fcruple of violating his pro- 
mife to the dying brachman ; but told him, at laft, that he 
could conceal nothing from fo excellent a prince. Spectator. 
DE'SCANT. n.J. [ dljcanto , Italian.] 

1. A fong or tune compofed in parts. 

Nay, now you are too flat. 

And mar the concord with too harfh a defcant. Shakefpeare. 

The wakeful nightingale 

All night long her amorous defcant fung. Milton's Par. LoJ}. 

2. A difeourfe 5 a deputation ; a difquifition branched out into 
feveral divifions or heads. It is commonly ufed as a word of 
cenfure, or contempt. 

Look you get a prayer-book in your hand, 

And ftand between two churchmen, good my lord ; 

For on that ground I’ll build a hoi y defcant. Shak. Rich. III. 
Such kindnefs would fupplant our unkind reportings, and 
fevere defcant s upon our brethren. Government of the Tongue. 

To DeGcant. v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To fing in parts. 

2, To difcourfe at large 5 to make fpeeches : in a fenfe of cen- 
fure or contempt. 

Why I, in this weak piping time of peace, 

Have no delight to pafs away the time ; 

Unlefs to fpy my fhadow in the fun. 

And defcant on mine own deformity. Shakcf Richard III. 

Com'ft thou for this, vain boafter, to furvey me, 

To defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdidt ? Milton. 
A virtuous man fhowld be pleafed to find people defcanting 
upon his actions, becaufe, when they are thoroughly canvafled 
and examined, they turn to his honour. Acldifon' s Freeholder. 

To DESCEND, v. a. [defeendo, Latin.] 

1. To come from a higher place to a lower; to fall ; to fink. 

The rain defended and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that houfe ; and it fell not, for it was 
founded upon a rock. Matt. vii. 25. 

The brook that defended out of the mount. Deutr. ix. ?.i. 

He cleft his .head with one defending blow. Drydcn. 

Foul with ftains 

Of gu filing torrents and defending rains. Addifn's Cato. 

O goddefs ! who, defending from the fkies, 

Vouchfaf’d thy prefence to my wond’ring eyes. Pope's Odyff. 

2. "Fo come down. in a popular fenfe, implying only an arrival 
at one place from another. 

He (hall defend into battle, and petifti. 1 Sa. xxvi. 10. 

3. To come fuddenly or violently ; to fall upon as an enemy. 

For the pious fire preferve the foil ; 

His wifh’d return with happy pow’r befriend. 

And on thefuitors let thy wrath defend. Pope’s Odyffey, h. iv. 

4. To make an invafion. 

The goddefs gives ill’ alarm ; and foon is known 
The Grecian fleet, defending on the town. Dryden. 

A foreign fon upon the ftiore defends , 

Whole martial fame from pole to pole extends. Dryden. 

5. To proceed from an original ; to be extra&ed from. 

Defpair defends from a mean original ; the offspring of fear, 
lazinefc, and impatience. Collier againjl Defpair. 

Will, is younger brother to a baronet, and defended of the 
ancient family of the Wimbles. Addifon's Spectator, N°. 108. 

6. To fall in order of inheritance to a fucceflor. 

Should we allow that all the property, all the eftate of the 
father, ought to defend to the eldeft fon ; yet the father’s na- 
tural dominion, the paternal power, cannot defend unto him 
by inheritance. Locke. 
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Our author; provides for the hfandmg and convey^ 
down of Adam s monarchical power to pofterity, l, v the 
ntance of his heir, fucceeding to his father’s authority. / f 

deratioT ten ^ * C ^ C0UJ k * rom S Ciiera ^ to particular confi- 

Congregations difeerned the fmall accord that was amo „, 
them (eves, when they defended to particulars. Decay ofPir 

lo DesCE nd. v. a. I o walk downward upon any place 

He ended, and they both defend the hiil ; 

Defcended Adam to the bow’r, where Eve 

Lay fleeping. AffiA Paradife hi} 

in all cur journey through the Alps, as well when we 
climbed as when we defended them, we had ffill a river run 
mng along with the road. Addifn on It a h 

In the midft of this plain ffands a high hill, fo veryffeen* 
that there would be no mounting or dejeeriding it, were not it 
made up of a loofe crumbled earth. Addifn on It ah 

Descendant, n.f [defendant. Ft. defenders, Latin.] The 

offspring of an anceftor ; he that is in the line of generation 
at whatever ciftance. 53 

The defendants of Neptune were planted there. Bacon. 

O, true defendant of a patriot line, 

Vouchfafe this picture of thy foul to fee. Dryden 

He revealed his own will, and their duty, in a more ample 
manner than it had been declared to anv of my defendants 
before them. • ^ ' Mfrbury’ CSemom. 

Uesce ndent . adj. [defeendens, Latin. It feems to be efta- 
blifhed that the fubftantive fhould derive the termination from 
the trench, and the adjective from the Latin. ] 

1. tailing; finking; coming down; aefeending. 

I llere is a regrefs of the fap in plants from above down- 
wards ; and this defendent juice is that' which principally nou- 
rifhes both fruit and plant. Ray on the Creation . 

2. Proceeding from another as an original or anceftor. 

Adore than mortal grace 

Speaks thee defendent of rethereal race. Pope's Odyffey, b. iv. 

Descendible, adj. [from defend.'] 

1. Such as may . be defcended ; fuch as may admit of a paflage 

downwards. D 

2. Tranfmiffible by inheritance. 

According to the cuftoms of other countries thofe hono- 
rary fees and infeudations were defcendible to the eldeft, and 
not to all the males. Hale's Common Law of England. 

D esce'nsion. n.f. [defenfo, Latin.] 

1. The aeft of faliing or finking; defeent. 

2. A declenfion ; a degradation. 

From a god to a bull ! a heavy defenfon : 

It was Jove’s cafe. From a prince to a ’prentice? alow 
transformation : that (hall be mine. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV. 

3. [In aftronomy.] Right dejeenfon is the arch of the equator, 
which defeends with the iign or ftar below the horizon of a 
direft fphere. 

Oblique defenfon is the arch of the equator, which dqfcends 
with thefign below the horizon of an oblique fphere. Ozenam. 

DesceNsional. adj. [from clef en ficn.] Relating to defeent. 

Descf/nt. n.f [dejeenjus, Latin ; dejeente, French] 

1. The a£I of pafling from a higher place. 

Why do fragments, from a mountain rent, 

Tend to the earth with fuch a fwift defeent ? Blackmon'. 

2. Progrefs downwards. 

Obferving fuch gradual and gentle defents downwards, in 
thofe parts of the creation that are beneath men, the rule of 
analogy may make it probable, that it is fo alfo in things 
above. Lock c. 

3. Obliquity; inclination. 

The heads and fources of rivers flow upon a defeent, or an 
inclining plane, without which they could not flow at all. 

Woodward! s Natural Hijlory, p. iii* 

4. Loweft place. 

From th’ extremeft upward of thy head, 

To the defeent and duff below thy feet, 

A moft toad-fpotted traitor. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

5. Invafion; hoftile entrance into a kingdom: in allulion to 
the height of {hips. 

At the firft defeent on {hore, he was not immured with a 
wooden veficl, but he did countenance the landing in hu> 
long-boat. IVotton. 

The duke was general himfelf, and made that unfortunate 
defeent upon the Ifle of Ree, which was attended with a mife- 
rable retreat, in which the flower of the army was loft. Clarcn . 

Arife, true judges, in your own defence, 

Controul thofe foplings, and declare for fenfe; 

For fhould the fools prevail, they ftop not there, • 

But make their next defeent upon the fair. # ^0 e ' u 

6. Tranfmiftion of any thing by (ucceftion and inheritance. 

If the agreement and confent of men firft gave 2 fceptr^ 
into any one’s hand, that alfo muft diredt its defeent an con 
veyance. ^ 
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« The Rate of proceeding from an original or progenitor* 

* All of them, even without fuch a .particular claim, had 
great reafon to glory in their common defeent from Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob, to whom the promife of the blefied feed was 
feveral ly made. Atterbury's Sermons. 

S. Birth ; extra&ion ; procefs of lineage. 

I give my voice on Richard s fiae, 

To bar my mafter’s heirs in true defeent ! 

God knows, I will not do it. Shakcf. Richard Ill- 

Turn us, for high defeent and graceful mien, 

Was firft, and favour’d by the Latian queen. Dryden' s /En. 

9. Offspring; inheritors; thofe proceeding in the line of gene- 
ration. 

The care of our defeent perplexes us molt, 

Which muff: be born to certain woe. Miiton's P aradif Lcfl. 

From him 

His whole defeent , who thus fhall Canaan win. Milt. P. L. 

10. A fingle ftep in the fcale of genealogy ; a generation. 

No man living is a thoufand defeats removed from Adam 
himfelf. Hooker, b. iii./ f. 

Then all the Tons of thefe five brethren reign’d 
By due fuccefs, and all their nephews late, 

Even thrice eleven defents the crown retain’d, 

* 1 ill aged Heli by due heritage it gain’d. Fairy Ejueen, b. ii. 

11. A rank in the fcale or order of being. 

Plow have I then, with whom to hold converfe. 

Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferior ; infinite defents 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee. Miltoii s P . Lof * 
To DESCRIBE. v.a. [dejeribo, Latin.] 

1. To mark out any thing by the mention of its properties* 

I pray thee, overname them ; and as thou nam’ft them, 

I will defribe them ; and according to my defeription, level at 
my alfettion. S hal ejp care's Merchant of Venice. 

He that writes well in verfe will often fend his thoughts in 
fearch,' through all the treafure of words that exprefs any one 
idea in the fame language, that fo he may comport with the 
meafures, or the rhyme of the verfe which he writes, or with 
his own moft beautiful and vivid fentiments of the thing he 
defribes. IVattd s Improvement of the Mind. 

2. To delineate; to mark out; to trace: as a torch waved 
about the head defribes a circle. 

3. To diffribute into proper heads or divifions. 

Men parted through the land, and dej'eribed it bv cities into 
feven parts in a book. jfofi xviii. 9. 

4. To define in a lax manner by the promifeuous mention of 
qualities general and peculiar. See Description. 

Descri'ber. n.f. [from defribe.] He that delcribes. 

From a plantation and colony of theirs, an ifland near 
Spain was by the Greek defribers named Erythra. Brown. 
Describe r. n.f. [from the verb.] Adifcoverer; adetecler. 
May think his labour vainly gone. 

The glad defrier {hall not mifs 

To tafte the nectar of a kifs. Crajhaw. 

Description, n.f [ defcriptio , Latin.] 

1. The aCl of deferibing or making out any perfon or thing by 
perceptible properties. 

2. The fentence or paflage in which any thing is deferibed. 

A poet muft refufe all tedious and unnecefi'arv defriptiofts: 
a robe which is too heavy, is lefs an ornament than a burthen. 

Dryden' s Dufrefnoy , Preface. 
Sometimes mifguided by the tuneful throng, 

I look forftreams immortaliz’d in fong, 

That loft in filence and oblivion lie, 

Dumb are their fountains, and their channels dry. 

That run for ever by the mufe’s {kill, 

And in the fmooth defeription murmur ftill. Addijon. 

3. A lax definition. 

This fort of definition, which is maJe up of a mere col- 
lection of the moft remarkable parts or properties, is called 
an imperfeCt definition, or a dejeription ; whereas the definition 
is called perfect when it is compofed of the eflential difference, 
added to general nature or genus. Watts's Lcgick. 

4. The qualities exprelFed in a defeription. 

I’ll pay fix thoufand, and deface the bond, 

Before a friend of this dejeription 

Shall lofe a hair. Shakefpeare' s Merchant of Venice . 

'Fo DESCRY 7 , v. a. [ defrier , French.] 

1. To give notice of any thing fuddenly difeovered ; as, the 
fcout dej cried the enemy, that he gave notice of their approach* 
This fenfe is now obfolete, but gave occafion to thofe which 
are now in ufe. 

2. To fpy out ; to examine at a diftance. 

And the houfe of Jofeph fent to defry Bethel. Judg. i. 23. 

Edmund, 1 think, is gone to defery 
Th’ ftrength o’ th’ enemy. Shakefpeare' s King Lear . 

3- To detedf ; to find out any thing concealed. 

Of the king they got a light after dinner in a gallery, and 
of the queen mother at her own table ; in neither place def- 
erred, no, not by Cadinet, who had been lately ambafiador in 
England. Wotton. 

Vol. I. 
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. To difeover; to perceive by the eye; to fee any thing diflanJ 
or abfent. 

Thus dight, into the court he took his way ; 

Both through theguardj which never him defery d, ^ 

And through the watchmen, who him never fpy’d. 

Hubbard's Tale. 

The {pint of deep prophecy fine hath ; 

What’s pale and what’s to come fhe can defery. Shak. D. . 1 - 
Thar planet would, unto our eyes, defrying only that part 
whereon the light falls, appeaf to be horned, as the moon 
j eems . Raleigh's Hiftory of the World, b. i. c. 7* 

And now their way to earth they had defery d b 
To Paradife firft tending. Milton's Paradife Lof , b. x. 
Although the motion of light be not defined, no argument 
can be made from thence to prove that light is not a body. 

.Digby on Bodies * 

A tow’r fo high, it feem’d to reach the fky. 

Stood on the roof, from whence we could defry 
All Ilium. ^ _ Denham, 

Once more at leaft look back, laid I, 

Thyfelf in that large glafs defery. Prior. 

Descry 7 , n.f [from the verb.] Difcovery; thing difeovered. 
How neaps the other army f 

Near, and on fpeedy foot, the main defery 

Stands on the hourly thought. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

To DESECRATE, v'.a. [defacro, Lat.J Fo divert from the 
purpofe to which any thing is confecrated. 

j he founders of monaftrics imprecated evil on thofe who 
fhould defecrate their donations. Salmon's Surveyi 

DesecraHton. n.f. [from defecrate.] The abolition of con- 
fecration. 

DeGert. n.f [ defertum , Latin.] Awildernefs; folitude 5 
wafte country ; uninhabited place. 

Be alive again. 

And dare me to the dejert with thy fword; 

Of trembling I inhibit ; then proteft me 

The baby of a girl. Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

He, looking round on every fide, beheld 
A patldefs dejert, dufk with horrid {hades. Paradife Reg * 
De'sert. adj. [defertus, Latin.] Wild; wafte; folitary; un- 
inhabited; uncultivated; untilled. 

I have words 

That would be howl’d out in the dejert air; 

Where hearing fhould not catch them. Shakefi Macbeth . 
He found him in a dejert land, and in the wafte howling 
wildernefs. Deutr. xxxii. 1 o. 

The promifes and bargains between two men in a defert 
ifland are binding to them, though they are perfedlly in aftate 
of nature, in reference to one another. Locke* 

To DESE'RT. v.a. [deferter, French; defero , Latin.] 

1 . To forfake ; to fall away from ; to quit meanly or treache- 
roufly. 

I do not remember one man, who heartily wifned the palT- 
ingof that bill, that ever dejeited them ’till the kingdom was 
in a flame. Dryden' s /En. Dedicat. 

2 . To leave; to abandon. 

What is it that holds and keeps them in fixed ftations and 
intervals, againft an inceflant and inherent tendency to defert 
them ? Bentley's Sermons * 

3. To quit the army, or regiment, in which one is enlifted. 
Dese’rt. n.f [properly defert : the word is originally French. J 

The laft courfe; the fruit or fweetmeats with which a feaft is 
concluded. See Dessert. 

Des e'rt. n. f. [from dejert.] 

1. Qualities or condudt coniidered with refpecl to rewards or 
punifhments ; degree of merit or demerit. 

Being of necellity a thing common, it is, through the ma- 
nifold perfuafions, difpofitions, and occafions of men, with 
equal dejert both of praife and difpraife, fhunned by fome, by 
others defired. Hooker, b. v. f. 4b. 

The bafe o’ th’ mount 

Is rank’d with all defrts, all kind of natures, 

Tiiat labour on the bofom of this fphere 
To propagate their ftates. Shakefpeare' s Timon, 

Ufe every man after his defert, and who fhall Ycape whip- 

P in g- ? . . Shakefpeare' s Hamlet. 

2. Proportional merit; claim to toward. 

More to move you. 

Take my deferts to his, and join them both. Shakcf. Timon „ 
All defert imports an equality between the good conferred 
and the good deferved, or made due. South's Sermons * 

3. Excellence; right to reward ; virtue. 

Des e'rter. n. f. [from defert.] 

1. He that has forfaken his caufe or his poft* 

The members of both houfes, who at firft withdrew, were 

counted deferters, and outed of their places in parliament. 

c . , , . . „ , King Charles ■* 

Streight to their ancient calls, recall’d from air, 

The reconcil’d deferters will repair; Dryden' s Virg. Georc , 

Hofts of deferters, who your honour fold. 

And bafely broke your faith for bribes of gold. Dryd. /En, 

2 . He that leaves the army in which he is enlifted, 

* R ’ They 
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